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FOUR YEARS IN FAERY!0!

Like the Welsh fairies, the Manx ones take men away with them and
detain them for years. Thus a Kirk Andreas man was absent from his people
for four years, which he spent with the fairies. He could not tell how he
returned, but it seemed as if, having been unconscious, he woke up at last in
this world. The other world, however, in which he was for the four years
was not far away, as he could see what his brothers and the rest of the
family were doing every day, although they could not see him. To prove
this, he mentioned to them how they were occupied on such and such a day,
and, among other things, how they took their corn on a particular day to
Ramsey. He reminded them also of their having heard a sudden sharp crack
as they were passing by a thorn bush he named, and how they were so
startled that one of them would have run back home. He asked them if they
remembered that, and they said they did, only too well. He then explained
to them the meaning of the noise, namely, that one of the fairies with whom
he had been galloping the whole time was about to let fly an arrow at his
brothers, but that as he was going to do this, he (the missing brother) raised
a plate and intercepted the arrow: that was the sharp noise they had heard.
Such was the account he had to give of his sojourn in Faery.

[0] Rhys does not give a title to this account. t



3ACJIYT'N

mare y10BOJICTBHETO Jla UeTeTe Ta3u KHWra Oiarogapenue Ha Mosima
6ubAUOMeKa ¥ HeMHUTE BCEOTAaHN IIOMOIIHUIIH.
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Bue cbIIlo MoKeTe Jla TIOMOTHeTe 3a oborarsiBaHeTo Ha Mosima
bubnuomeka. IloceteTe pabOTHOTO aTesiMe, 3a /la HAyuuTe TOBeYe.
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